GENERAL EDUCATION - NSSE DATA

NSSE Benchmark

Freshmen

Seniors

Level of
Academic Challenge
How challenging is your

institution's intellectual
and creative work?

Active & Collaborative
Learning

Are students actively
involved in learning,
individually and working
with others?

Enriching Educational
Experiences

Do students take
advantage of
complementary learning
opportunities?

Percentage of
students who believe
St. Ambrose
contributed quite a
bit or very much to
their ability to:
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Top 50% of Institutions
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Think critically

Broad general education
Write effectively

Work effectively with others
Work-related skills

Analyze quantitative problems
Speak effectively

Use pc and info tech

‘01 . 06 09 12

‘01 . 06 09 12

‘01 . 06 09 12

PAGE 1

Item-level results

% of freshmen who believe coursework very much emphasizes:

BHA AR

Memorization Application  Analysis Synthesis  Judgment

% of students who very often did the following:
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Discussed ideas outside of class Integrated learning

% of students who plan to do (or have done) the following:

me B B

Self-designed study Capstone Learning Community

Use pc and info tech

Learn effectively on your own
Understand yourself

Develop personal values/ethics
Solve complex real problems
Contribute to community
Understand others

Develop deeper sense of spirituality
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Percent of incoming class “college-ready” in each subject (2010-2012)
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Collegiate Learning Compared to expectations based on their Value-added
Assessment ACT scores, 95 SAU seniors() performed: percentile rank®
Total CLA Score Below expectations® 12
Performance Task Near expectations 19
Analytic Writing Task Below expectations 7
Make-an-argument Below expectations 13
Critique-an-argument Below expectations 5
(1) 95 seniors: 48% transfer students, 57% female, 30% STEM majors, 30% education majors, 25% Humanities 800 900 1000 1100 1200 1300 1400

majors, 15% Business majors

(2) “Below expectations” suggests the gain in critical thinking skills was lower than what would be typically Expected CLA Score (based on ACT scores)
observed at schools testing students of similar entering academic ability

(3) The percentage of 161 schools that SAU outperformed (in terms of increasing performance beyond what would

be expected based on ACT scores)
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Actual CLA Scores
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Average CLA Subscores

Analytic Reasoning Writing Writing Problem
& Evaluation Effectiveness Mechanics Solving
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Performance Task

Make-an-argument

Critique-an-argument
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% Important 2010-2011 Alumni Surveys % Satisfied

1. Effective oral communication skills

2. Ability to write effectively

3. Evaluate and plan for financial wellness
4. Ability to synthesize information

5. Assess influence of life choices on health

6. Ability to evaluate arguments

7. Participate in physical activity

8. Explain scientific method in human behavior

9. Compare theories of human behavior

10. Solve quantitative problems

11. Ability to critically examine literature

12. Examine global issues & citizenship

13. Describe scientific concepts of natural world

14. Explain scientific method in natural world

15. Understand philosophical approaches

16. Analyze the effects of a consistent world view

17. Communicate in and comprehend a second language
18. Evaluate worldviews & ethics of Catholic theology
19. Explain key themes, events, figures of CIT

20. Express myself creatively through art

[ | 21. Analyze artistic expressions
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